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	728 Madison Ave, Suite 100, Albany, NY 12208-3302


	Phone: 518-449-7119

www.AlbanyDamienCenter.org


Dear Volunteer Applicant,
Thank you for your interest in volunteering with The Albany Damien Center. Our mission is to enhance the lives of people affected by HIV/AIDS in an affirming environment and to reduce new infections in the communities we serve. The Damien Center envisions a community where people with HIV/AIDS achieve their desired potential and are respected as coworkers, neighbors and friends, while striving for an HIV-free generation. Through our MPower! program, we are also assisting persons from our LGB-TGNB community regardless of HIV status access health and human services as well as job opportunities.
The Albany Damien Center’s client-centered approach addresses the physical, psychological, and environmental impacts on an individual’s overall health. Our staff understands the barriers and issues faced by people living with HIV/AIDS and persons from our LGB-TGNB community. Our programs utilize a culturally sensitive, client focused, harm reduction approach. We work hard to ensure each person has unfettered access to the life enriching treatment and support they deserve.

Attached is our volunteer application which can be emailed to us at volunteers@AlbanyDamienCenter.org   We offer a variety of programs to volunteer with and will place an applicant with a program that allows them to feel comfortable, confident, and engaged. Our goal during the interview process is to match the volunteer with a program that will be both mutually beneficial. If you are interested in volunteering for a group/special activity, please complete the volunteer application and include a note describing the event.
Supporters like you are critical to providing lifesaving relief and new opportunities to those in need, and we are truly honored to be the non-profit of choice. We look forward to working with you and providing you with a volunteer experience that is rewarding. 
Sincerely,
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Perry Junjulas

Executive Director & Person with AIDS who is UNDETECTABLE
The Albany Damien Center
Thank you for your interest to volunteer with the Albany Damien Center.
How You Can Help 

People struggling with HIV/AIDS need our help. For many organizations serving people with HIV/AIDS, funding is scarce. We depend on volunteers to help “keep the doors open” and allow us to provide help to as many people as possible. Since 1989, the Albany Damien Center has provided a drop-in community center for individuals and families living with and affected by HIV/AIDS.  All activities are provided free of charge in a nonjudgmental, comfortable atmosphere and are designed to improve health and quality of life.
Volunteer Opportunities
Front Desk Volunteers:

Our Living Room is open to all members Monday through Friday 8am-6:30pm and we have tenants who live with us 24/7. The needs for volunteers vary but include: Responsibilities can include: Check-In of members at front desk, mailings, answer phones, welcome members and tenants, and assisting with special activities.

PAWS:
PAWS offers support that allows our members to keep their pets at home with them when the physical and financial burdens of HIV/AIDS might otherwise require them to give their pets up.  We offer veterinary assistance, volunteer transportation, in-home care, education, pet food and pet supplies. PAWS volunteers play a key role ensuring members and pet companions receive resources needed to maintain loving relationships.
Smart Meals Program:

Smart Meals is a food-based educational program that teaches people how to improve their nutritional well-being. Members receive nutritious meals, education, and resources aimed at improving their nutrition. The education involves: quality understanding, physical activity, food safety, food security, and shopping behavior/resource management. Smart Meals volunteers are often utilized by prepping, serving, and hosting members during their program experience, plus delivery of meals/pantry bags to people in need.   
Other (Group/Special Volunteering Activities):
Volunteers are needed for special events, Center maintenance, member activities, holiday functions, fundraising events. We welcome groups and/or individual volunteers who cannot commit to extended volunteer dates but still want to contribute to The Albany Damien Center’s mission of supporting people living with HIV & AIDS.  
Thank you for choosing to volunteer with the Albany Damien Center!
Volunteer Application
Please type or print clearly 

Name:


Address: 


City: 
State:
 Zip:


Cell Phone: 


E-mail: 


1. Do you speak any language other than English fluently? (Please List) ____________________________________

2. Education 

Degree
School:
Major:


Degree
School:
Major:


Other    ____________________________________________________________________________________
3. What are skills and experiences you feel would be helpful at the Damien Center?

4. My reasons for wanting to become a volunteer at the Damien Center are:

5. Please give a description of your current employment, affiliations with area organizations, and/or any experience with working with persons living with HIV/AIDS. 

6. Please list volunteer activities:

Program(s) of Interest (Please refer to cover page for detailed program descriptions):
(   Front Desk
(   PAWS (Pets Are Wonderful Support)  
(   Smart Meals Program
(   Other Group/ Special Volunteering Activity (Please Describe)

Availability:  What times/days you would be available to volunteer between 8 AM & 7 PM
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	Morning
	AM to
	AM to
	AM to
	AM to

	Evening
	PM to
	PM to
	PM to                 
	PM to

	
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday

	Morning
	AM to
	AM to
	AM to

	Evening
	PM to
	PM to
	PM to


I expect to devote approximately ______________ volunteer hours per month to Albany Damien Center
(We ask that our volunteers devote at least 2 times per month for a total of 8 hours (Can be 4 hours each time or split into other days)
References: Please include one professional and one personal reference.

1. Name: 
Phone:


E-mail


Relationship


2. Name: 
Phone:


E-mail


Relationship


Have you ever been arrested for an offense that is pending or has resulting in a conviction? ( Yes    (
No
If yes, please state offense:

(Note: Not All Offenses Will Preclude You from Volunteering) 
Agreement:

I attest that all the information given in this application is true.  I understand the importance of volunteerism and the work that I will do with the Damien Center.  I will make every effort to notify the Damien Center of change(s) of address/contact information, availability, or any other information that I have provided on this form.  
Signature

Printed Name

Date

Please return this form to:

The Albany Damien Center
Attn: Volunteer Application
728 Madison Ave Ste 100, Albany, NY 12208
Phone: 518/449-7119 Ext 102    
Or by Email: volunteers@albanydamiencenter.org
Office Use Only Below This Line
References Checked Date:_________________ Staff_______________        Application received on:_____________

Notes: 
Telephone Interview Date: _________​​​​​________Staff __________ Notes:
Interview Date:___________________________Staff:___________Notes:
Volunteer Accepted on: _______________
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