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For over 33 years, the Albany Damien Center has

been advocating for and assisting individuals and

families affected by HIV/AIDS.

Like never before, our mission was put to the test in

2020 with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Studies show that persons with HIV experienced

poorer COVID-related outcomes (higher rates of

severe disease requiring hospitalization) as compared

to persons without HIV, making our work even more

critical during the pandemic.

Particularly affecting those who were already facing

discrimination, stigma, and exclusion, the pandemic’s

effects were far-reaching, exposing vulnerabilities

and inequalities in health services, social protection,

and employment. As a result, our services were and

are needed more than ever.

Our work is rooted in breaking down barriers and our

deep commitment to diversity, health equity, and

inclusion. We look forward to making real change in

collaboration with our many community partners, and

through the hard work and passion of our team.
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IMPACT 

MISSION AND VISION
Our Mission is to enhance the lives of people

affected by HIV and AIDS in an affirming

environment and to reduce new infections in the

communities we serve.

Our Vision is a community where people with HIV

and AIDS achieve their desired potential and are

respected as coworkers, neighbors, and friends,

while striving for an HIV free generation.



Though 2020 was a year like no other, this report demonstrates that the Damien Center had

another strong year.  COVID-19 changed everything, as lockdowns, social distancing, masks, and

capacity restrictions became the new normal for all of us.  But the Damien Center, in its role as an

essential service provider, had to figure out how all of the new requirements would work in the

context of providing housing, nutrition, employment, and support services while protecting the

health of our members and employees.  Staff worked tirelessly to continue the Center’s vital

mission by utilizing new technologies and approaches.

Now, with the wide availability and acceptance of COVID vaccinations, the board looks forward to 

physically coming together again as a community of mutual support and caring in the way we

were before the pandemic.

We owe a huge thanks to the diverse community of funders, donors, and volunteers who

continued their support throughout 2020.  One highlight, in particular, was the virtual award

ceremony honoring our local hero Ken Screven.  This highly successful event raised tens of

thousands of dollars for agency operations without anyone having to leave home.

As always, none of what the Damien Center accomplishes would be possible without our long-time

Executive Director, Perry, and our extraordinary staff and volunteers who do the day-to-day work

that helps so many.  And of course, we thank the hundreds of members who continue to put their

trust in the Damien Center.  You are our reason for being.

               - Dan O 'Connell, Board President
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

A Message from the Board President

This past year challenged us in many ways, and I am so grateful to our Board of Directors, staff,

volunteers, tenants, and members, who were amazing at being flexible and resilient as the Damien

Center continued to serve our community in a safe and caring manner throughout the pandemic.
 

While the year brought many challenges, we also experienced the wonderful generosity of our

donors and supporters when we needed them most. Because of you, the Albany Damien Center

has been able to continue to be a leader in HIV advocacy in New York State while providing a

trauma-informed, comfortable, and loving environment for each person who needs us.  

In 2020, the Albany Damien Center was clear in stating that we stand with the Black Lives Matter

movement and the fight for justice and equality for all. We committed to leading by example and

expressed zero tolerance for racism or any other form of discrimination. 

Our work is far from done. Poverty, HIV stigma, systemic racism, trauma, mental health issues, and

substance use disorders continue to be formidable obstacles to each person receiving the love,

care, and services they need to not just survive, but also to thrive.

Your support makes the magic of the Damien Center happen each day and is helping us achieve

our vision of a community that embraces health equity. Thank you, for being a valued part of our

incredible journey.

              - Perry James Junjulas, Executive Director & Person with AIDS who is still UNDETECTABLE



Housing

 

In 2020, the Albany Damien Center’s Housing Program

provided safe and stable housing for 40 individuals living

with HIV/AIDS who were homeless. This provided access to

other supportive services such as case management, peer

support, counseling, skills-building, employment assistance,

access to medical care, and pharmacy services.

While the year brought many new challenges, we were able

to swiftly adapt and are proud to say all tenants and staff

safely came together- six feet apart of course - to keep the

virus and its disastrous effects at a minimum. Masks, social

distancing, extra disinfecting, limiting visitors, and contact

tracing are just a few of the preventative measures we

implemented, and we recognize and thank our residents

and staff for their sacrifice and understanding of the

restrictions put in place to keep everyone safe. 

Before the pandemic

began, rates of

homelessness 

were at the highest 

they’d been in the

United States in 

20 years

“I am able to access

all the resources I

need. I have stable

housing, a pharmacy

in the building, a

supportive

community, and the

available counseling

has definitely been a

plus. Counseling has

1000% improved my

life, as well as the

Housing staff and

Community. I have no

complaints!” 

– DD, Tenant



Smart Meals 

36,547 
Meals Served

Food insecurity is often associated with chronic health

problems, and studies show that poor nutrition can exacerbate

HIV, hasten the progression to AIDS-related illnesses, and

impede response to anti-retroviral therapies (ART).
  

Our Smart Meals Program combines food and meals with

group and individual Nutrition Health Education aimed at

improving diet quality, food safety, physical activity, and

shopping savvy.  

These services address the unique nutritional, cultural, and

social needs, and other challenges faced by those we serve,

including poor diets and health issues, food insecurity, and

social isolation.

At the onset of the pandemic, our staff quickly pivoted to re-

imagine both classes and meal services by conducting virtual

classes, one-on-one phone sessions, and congregate meal and

pantry bag pickup and delivery to meet our members’ needs. 

"I couldn't get to the

grocery store due to the

pandemic, the pantry

bags have been such a

help"

 1 in 4 
Americans worry

about having

enough money

to put food on

the table  

1,333 
Nutrition Health 

Education sessions

conducted 



 More than 

250
 employment

services 

 provided in

2020

Serving individuals looking to obtain employment, our

Employment Pathways Program provides intensive employment

case management including assistance with resume building,

job searches, benefits counseling, and strategies for maintaining

financial health.

Research shows that people living with HIV experience

unemployment rates three times higher than national

unemployment rates, and the impact of the pandemic created

even more challenges for those seeking work due to budget

cuts, health concerns, and lack of access to technology.

In addition to employment assistance, our Employment

Pathways team was able to assist members in working toward

their educational goals through degree and certification

programs through a partnership with CAPCOM Cares.

In the coming year, we will strengthen our efforts to address

issues related to income instability through skills development,

reducing and removing the barriers facing job seekers, and

helping to curb unemployment and underemployment among

underrepresented groups.

Employment Pathways

Whether someone is

contemplating

employment or ready

to join the workforce,

Employment

Pathways is able to

provide a wide range

of services to assist

people with

recognizing

employment goals

and creating a new

path to employment



MPower

The Supreme Court’s
ruling on

 June 15,2020 

that LGBT

individuals cannot

be discriminated

against based on

their sexual

orientation or

gender identity in

the workplace

provided critical

protection as well

as access to

employer

healthcare

Provides affirming and

empowering services to

the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,

Transgender, and Gender

Non-Binary (LGB-TGNB)

community by working to

decrease the disparities in

healthcare, housing,

employment, and other

community and social

services. 

This year, the pandemic diminished LGB-TGNB individuals’

access to the critical emotional and support networks that are

vital to their well-being, as they work to navigate identity

development, stigma, and discrimination. MPower continued

to provide services and worked with the community to

provide essential household and personal care items.

Through strong community partnerships with local LGBTQ-

specific law programs like the Legal AID Society of Northeast

New York and the Volunteer Lawyer’s Project of Onondaga

County, our members were able to receive free or subsidized

legal services. 

With the generosity of the

Ernest O. Reaugh Foundation,

we have been able to assist

the Transgender and Gender

Non-Binary community

achieve legal name and

gender marker changes. 

Over 200 health and human services were provided in 2020,

including advocacy, job readiness, benefits assistance,

supportive counseling, name changes, and linkage to affirming

medical and community based providers, regardless of HIV

status.



 1 in 5 
adults suffer from a mental health condition or substance abuse disorder 

Behavior Health 
      and Support

There is a growing amount of research suggesting 

that behavioral health and physical health are closely

related, and individuals living with serious health

conditions and trauma have a higher chance of

developing mood, anxiety, and cognitive disorders.

Designed to be more inclusive and incorporate the

specific challenges that our members face, our

Behavioral Health Program takes a clinical and

professional consultative approach, with a focus on

overall physical and mental well-being.

With over 730 behavioral health services provided

last year, we recognize the growing urgency of

behavioral health needs in our community.  Partnering

with local organizations such as Albany County Mental

Health, Crime Victims, Albany Medical Center, Alliance

for Positive Health, and local colleges to incorporate

interns, has helped us to meet the demand.

But there is more to do. New and innovative

approaches are needed to help individuals get access

to the exact services they require in a more effective

and efficient way, which requires funding to hire

skilled staff, employ evidence-base practices and

adopt improved technology. These critical resources

are needed so that individuals facing extreme

hardship are able to access services, receive more

highly coordinated care, and improve health

outcomes.



Stigma is still very real for many people affected by HIV,

and that can lead to feelings of isolation, loneliness, and

depression. Pets can not only provide companionship, but

can significantly reduce pain, anxiety, depression and

fatigue.

The Center’s Pets Are Wonderful Support (PAWS) Program

recognizes these benefits and provided in-home pet care,

pet food, supplies, and assistance with veterinary care for

over 115 individuals and 119 pets in 2020, so pet owners

living with HIV and AIDS are not separated from their

animal companions when they need each other most. 

Diane Metz, our PAWS Program Coordinator, retired from

the Center in January 2021. We extend our deepest

gratitude for the hard work and dedication Diane has

brought to the Center over the past ten years. Jeanie

Vanier will be stepping in as the new Coordinator.  The

PAWS Program will continue to provide pet pantry services,

quarterly clinics, and at-home assistance as needed. 

PAWS
Pets 
Are
Wonderful
Support 

Thank you!

PAWS received

over $14,000 of

in-kind

donations of pet

food, litter,

clinic services and

supplies in 2020

Over 5,000 pounds of dog and cat food provided



90%

HIV testing, linkage to care, effective antiretroviral therapy

(ART), and adherence to treatment is referred to as the

HIV Care Continuum.

Development of antiretroviral drugs to treat HIV has

dramatically increased the life expectancy of those

diagnosed.  Daily antiretroviral therapy can reduce the

amount of HIV in the blood to levels that are undetectable

with standard tests. 

People with HIV who take HIV medicine as prescribed, and

get and keep an undetectable viral load (stay virally

suppressed), have effectively no risk of transmitting HIV

to their HIV-negative sexual partners. But staying on

treatment is crucial to keep the virus suppressed. 

HIV Care Continuum

300 Members                  263 Members                237 members

Open cases of Members

living with HIV and

actively served by the

Center  

87% of members served

had at least one VL or

CD4 lab test during the

calendar year

90% of all members

served who had at least

one VL or CD4 lab test

during the calendar year  

were virally suppressed

That is why we have a full service pharmacy right on site. Town Total Health

Pharmacy is open to the public and provides a convenient way to assist members in

remaining virally suppressed.



95% FROM
GRANTS & 
PROGRAMS

 

PROGRAM
EXPENSE

$5m
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Committed to

Sustainability &

Innovation

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

TOTAL: $5.7MTOTAL: $6.2M

The Albany Damien Center relies on grants,

contracts, gifts and philanthropy to support both

core operations and programming. Over the past

year, the Center focused on addressing near-term

performance and better execution while investing 

to meet future needs. 

We work hard to keep unnecessary

expenses down. In 2020, 90% of all

expenditures went to support

programming.

EXPENDITURES
Through the generous support of our

sponsors, donors and partners who share

our passion for helping others, the Albany

Damien Center raised over $6m in 2020

SOURCES OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT



INDIVIDUALS $1000 +
Barbara Adams and Gail Dieter
Jeffrey Brimmer
Kirkham Cornwell
Kevin Dahl
Gail Dieter
Judy Disco and Barbara Goldstein
Jane Junjulas
Perry Junjulas and Fr. Anthony Green
Andrew Kaier
Jeffrey McCain
Timothy Moore
Daniel O'Connell
Brock and Maryann Osborn
Frank and Christina Passarella
Libby Post and Lynn Dunning-Vaughn
Norman Rea
Melissa K. Stephens
Peg Stucky
Stephanie Temshiv
William Tuthill
Gaylene Whitaker

A Thank You to Our 2020 Donors

INDIVIDUALS $500-$999
Paige Allen
Phoebe Bender
Maria Blanchard and Gary Guenther
Michael Bologna and Paul Kosachiner
Kim Brown
Jeffrey and Kimberly Bryant
Susan Buse
Eileen Rea and Lynda Castronovo
George Clifford and Bernard Tansey
Todd Cramer
Steven Derouville and Stephen Jankowski
Mary and Father Victor DeSantis
Peter DeWitt and Doug Manion
Dominick Donato
Marilyn and Peter Douglas
Edward G. Lynch Estate
Daniel Fitzgerald and Richard Haldeman
Naomi Greenberg
Stephen Jankowski
Eric Laughlin
Chad Morrison
Paul Nance and Glenna Spitze
Jeffrey Nichols
Lisa Porter
Eileen Rea
Allison Ross
David Ryder
M Drew Schiavi
Glenna Spitze
Melissa Taylor
Susan Ungerman

Gloria DeSole
Michael DeVall
Johanna Dooley
Vanessa Emem
Robert Englert
Ben and Linda English
Jane D Farrar
Carol Anne Germain
Gretchen Guenther-Collins
William David Karchner
Alan Kempf
Jane Koretz
William Lawrence
Thomas McComb
John McDonald
Sean McLaughlin
Donna Muller
Michael Murphy
Jose Morales
Bobbi Palma
Ivelisse Rivera
Bob Schaffer
Lucy Siegel
Lawrence Waite
Anne and Richard Wark
John Wheeler
Gwen Wright and Geri Pomerantz
Barbara Zaron

INDIVIDUALS $250-$499
Shawn Allan
Jeffrey Baltes and Eugene Knapp 
Brian and Mickie Baldwin
Jennifer and Michelle Bannoura
Suzanne Beattie
Paul Bono
Barry Brown and Douglas Cohn
Kevin Burns
Rae Clark
JC Colletti
Gordon H. Collier
Richard Conti and Steve Snow
Donald and Joan Csaposs

INDIVIDUALS $100-$249
Holly Accardi Theohary
Andra Ackerman
Stacey Agnello
Stephanie Anderson
Susan Arbetter
Greg Armstrong
Carol Lee Anderson
Liz Bishop
Carolynn Barry
Preyer Blakney
Colleen Blanchette
Valerie Bok
William Bonsal and Robert O'Bara
Nancy Boynton
Beth Brannock
Neil Breslin
Claire Brockley
Christopher Broughton and John Myers
Elisabeth Brown
Margaret Buckley
Mike Cahill
Manny and Sheila Carro
Bianca Carter
Eric Chan
William Cleveland
Larry Coppard
Carol Cramer
Jane Dalal
Cara Davis
John and Wendy Delehanty
Nancy Denton
Laura DiBetta
Deanna DiCarlo
David Dowd
Peter Durfee and Peter Manson
Mark Earmer and Paul Lamar
Marla Eglowstein
Anne Ellis
Joseph and Nora Esposito
Priscilla Fairbank & Owen Goldfarb
Eileen Faist

Bill Faragon
Joanne and Richard Farrell
David Fenton
Joseph Ferreri
Kathy Fitzpatrick
James Fleming 
Donald Frament
Brian and Georgeanna Frasier
Lisa Freedman
Christopher Foster
Dean Gates
George Giokas
Victoria J. Gold
Gerard Golden
Claire Gonyo
Christina Grahan
Fr. Jonathan Gray
Paul Gustafson
Dale Halburian
Dan and Melissa Halloran
Amy Halvorsen
Fr. Larry Hansen
Jami and Robert Hawthorne
Mary and Patricia Hayes
Lee Helsby and Joseph Roche
Mary Jo Henry
Janet & Randy Herbert
Jillian Herbert
Assunta Herlands
Sharon Howard
Cornelia Hume
Bill Hutton
Andrea Indelicato
Edward Foss and Margaret Inderhees
Jeryl Honikel and Sylvia Intelisano
Chris and Patricia Jones
Barry and Gail Junjulas
Edward Kacerguis
Holly Katz
Justin and Rachelle Kerner
Lisa Kissinger
Darren Koppel
Charles Kuhtic
John Lake
Paul Lamar
Stephen Lane
Eleanor Laviolette
Theresa Layer
Tom Levanduski and Jim Reed
Yana Levchinsky-Grimmond
Andrea Linton
Jeffrey Linton and Robert Reineke
Janice Logan
Michele Loperfido
Linda and Martin Lyden
Veronica Lyons
Tara Maloney
Peter Mannella
Mindy Mannix
Joanne Martinez
Dom and Patricia Martino
Denise Mason
John Mastroinni and Thomas Tompkins
Keven Mathes
Tricia & Jason Mavrides
Jeff Mayo
Alice and Robert Mazur
Marjorie S. McCoy



A Thank You to Our 2020 Donors

Kate McNally
Joan Meyer
Bob & Cindy Miller
Mark Misrok
Samantha Moraitou-Politzi
Kelly Morrone
Lillian Moy
Y Moy
Denise Nelson
Sherry Newman
Joe O'Connell
Robert O'Connor
Bob Otty
MaryKate Owens
Terry Paige
Anand Paul Patel
James Patterson
Kathleen Pierce
Fredda Peritz
Darby Penney
Carolyn Peterson-Vaccaro
Mary F. Pilauskas
Joan Polak
James and Jenny Quirk
Joanne and John Razzano
Robert Reineke
Barbara Rio-Glick
Fr. Albert Risdorfer
Jacqueline Robotti & Sarah Witbeck
Franchesca Rodriguez
James Romano
Craig and Susan Roods
Jean “Buzz” Rosenthal
Beth Ruland and Robin Weiss
Duncan Savage and Stefan Swicker
Ken Screven
Beth and Eric Schadow
Margie Scully
Katherine and Robert Sheehan
Matthew Side
Gary and Loretta Skiff
Penny Smith-Bogert
Carol Soranno
Mary Stephens
Kenneth Strickler
Cassidy Taranto
Fr. Michael Theogene & Honey Theogene
Frank and Elizabeth Therrien
Donald Thurston
Paul Tonko
Mary Beth Vannucci
Elizabeth Vignaux
Barbara and Robert Walenta
David Walraed
Geri Walsh
Carrie and Marc Weiss
Tracy Wheatley
Lisa Wloch
Leo and Mary Wong
Daniel Wyman
Matt Thornton and Chuck Zimmerman

ORGANIZATIONS OVER $1,000 +
Albany Society for the Advancement of Philanthropy
Bradley Agency and Erie Insurance Agency
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS
CAP COM Federal Credit Union
Capital District Physicians Health Plan, Inc
CDPHP and Hudson Mohawk Road-Runners Club
Christ Community Reformed Church in America
Edith Van Benthuysen McCullough Fund
Ernest O. Reaugh Trust Fund
Gilead Sciences, Inc
Housing Works
Kent Richard Hofmann Foundation 
MAC AIDS COVID Fund
Ralph & Wilma Mabaum Foundation 
Regional Food Bank of Northeastern New York
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc
Review Foundation 
The Seymour Fox Memorial Foundation
United Way of The Greater Capital Region

ORGANIZATIONS OVER $500-$999
Communication Services
Mathewson Foundation
McGeary's Pub
Microsoft Corporation
Our Lady Queen of Peace
Raymond James Financial Services
Rockefeller College Student Philanthropy Fund
Schwab Charitable
Troy Kennel Club, Inc.
The Walt Disney Company Foundation
Waterworks Pub

ORGANIZATIONS OVER $100-$499
The Albany Kennel Club
Capital Wine & Spirits
Church of Immaculate Conception
Community Congregational Church of Clinton Heights
Congregation Beth Emeth
First United Methodist Church of Schenectady
Hellions of Troy Roller Berby League
Holy Innocents Church
Roessleville Presbyterian Church
National Catholic Church of America 
St Andrew's Episcopal Church
St Andrew's Lutheran Church
The Woman's Club of Albany

GOVERNMENT FUNDING PARTNERS
NYS DEPT of Health AIDS Institute & Health Research Inc.
NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA)
US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)



Thank You 2020 Donors

John Bowers
Jacky Lai
Tom Clark
Don Brown 
Stacy Colwell
Whitney Leigh Closson
Cheryl Armstrong
Bill Conti
Richard Conti
Todd Cramer 
Beth Brannock
Carol Cramer
Kay Edwards
Anne Ellis
Joe Elmore
Michele Loperfido
Sandra Monterose
Isagani Munar
Kathryn Mundell
Daniel O'Connell
Gary Pavlic
Libby Post
Ken Screven
Jacque Schultz
Lisa Wloch
Phoebe DeFeo
Leonard Coduti
Chris DeFranco
Donna Cafaldo
Richard Donahue
Sylvia Intelisano
Doug Franke
Sylvia Intelisano
Sam Franklin
Sylvia Intelisano
Jon Gilbert
Janice Otis
Terri Gonhue
James Flagler
Shyronn Jones
G Riley
Rev. Tony Green
Jeff Bates

Deanne Bellinger
David Booth
Todd Cramer
Vanessa Emem
David Fenton
Barb Fichter
Deborah Graves
Fr. Jonathan Gray
Fr. Larry Hansen
Charles King
Peter Koniuto
Patrick Martino
Sherry Newman
Daniel O'Connell
Ken Screven
Emily Spinner
Brandon King
Gregg Bartow
Stephanie Campbell
Fran Kramer
Noni Kriss
Michael Magisano
Elizabeth Myers
Luis Rapalo
Don Sawyer 
Ken Screven
Maureen Stone
Jeffrey L Knight
William Bonsal
Norm Louis
Sylvia Intelisano
Patty McKee
Norman Rea
Gaylene Whitaker
Libby Post
Jean Rosenthal
Cheryl Schaffer
Jack Cadalso
Ken Screven
Lura & Robert Correia
Jeffrey Kellert & Robert Piechota
Betsey Kuzia 
Paul Walker 
Mary Walker 

Gifts in Honor/ in Memory
We are honored to be part of

remembering and celebrating special

family , friends , and occasions . The love

and spirit in which these gifts are given

is reflected in our work every day .

 You are very important to us!

If we have listed you incorrectly, please let us know!



How YOU Can Make a Difference

GIVE TODAY
Make a secure donation via credit card or check

GIVE MONTHLY

Just select 'reocurring ' to make a monthly gift

HAVE A FUNraiser
Organize a car wash or other event - a great 

project for school, church or employers!

VOLUNTEER
Donate your time and talent and serve 

your community

HONOR A LOVED ONE
A memorial or tribute is a meaningful way
to celebrate someone important to you

PLANNED GIVING
Gift through your will , trust, or estate

 to leave a lasting legacy

DONATE GOODS, SERVICES, OR TIME
We value every in-kind donation we receive 

www.AlbanyDamienCenter.org  - Facebook: Albany Damien Center  -
Instagram: @Albanydamiencenter  Twitter: @AlbanyDamienctr



Name(s):

Address:

Phone:

Please accept my gift of:        $25       $50      $100      $500        Other:

Kindly make your check payable to "The Albany Damien Center" or charge my card:

Card #:

Name on Card:

Please charge my card:        One time        Monthly         Quarterly         Semii-Annually        Annually

and mail to:     The Albany Damien Center, 728, Madison Avenue, Albany, NY 12088

                            

CVC: Exp Date:

Please consider making a small gift to the Albany Damien Center as your

help is needed now more than ever. Your kindness, compassion and support

will truly make a world of difference.

 The Albany Damien Center, Inc.
7 2 8  M a d i s o n  A v e ,  S t e  1 0 0  
A l b a n y ,  N Y  1 2 2 0 8
5 1 8 - 4 4 9 - 7 1 1 9

Yes! I would like to make a difference and help the Albany Damien Center!

Email:


