
 

  
 

 The new Albany Damien Center, under construction at 728 Madison Avenue,  

builds on the Center’s existing programs and services for nearly 400 people living 

with HIV and AIDS to include on-site permanent supportive housing. The 

construction of 20 apartments in the new Damien Center and the expansion of our 

existing programs will help people living with HIV and AIDS in our sanctuary 

model that began over 26 years ago.  Housing continues to be the greatest unmet 

need for people at risk of or living with HIV in NYS and supportive housing is a key 

component of Governor Cuomo’s Ending the Epidemic Blueprint.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Funds for 92% of our $5.6 million project have been raised to date through 

grants, fire insurance proceeds, and fundraising.  We are almost there! We are 

looking to corporate, individual , and foundation donors for the remaining 8%, 

totaling $460,000 needed to equip the Center to serve our members and to furnish 

our residents’ apartments to transform each apartment into a home.  

 After a 2013 fire destroyed the building that housed the Damien Center for 15 

years, the Damien Center emerged from that crucible with a new vision for the 

future. The overwhelming support of the community saw us through that difficult  

time and gave us the opportunity to see what the future could be. Building on our 

long history of providing health and wellness services in a safe, welcoming 

environment, the Albany Damien Center is proud to meet the changing needs of 

those affected by HIV and AIDS. Developed in partnership with the local 

community, the integration of existing programs with permanent supportive 

housing stands as a model in addressing key factors that still present barriers for 

people with HIV/AIDS.  
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HELPING THE DAMIEN CENTER FEELS GREAT! 

There are so many ways to help The Damien Centers  

Make a monetary contribution—As funding to 

help people with AIDS becomes scarce, we rely on your 

tax-deductible financial gifts to ensure the needs of our 

individuals and families living with HIV are met. Visit 

www.albanydamiencenter.org/donate 

Throw a FUN-raiser!  A great project for school, 

church, and employer groups to help raise needed 

funds and AIDS awareness! 

Donate your time and talent through 

volunteering—Volunteers are extremely important 

in helping the Albany Damien Center operate each day. There are multiple volunteer 

opportunities and flexible schedules available. 

Make an in-kind donation -  We value every in-kind donation we receive 

whether it is made directly to the Damien Center or through our Treasure Chest thrift 

store!  

Make a Bequest through Planned Giving -  A gift through your will or living 

trust will continue your support of the Damien Center and people living with HIV/

AIDS as an important legacy in our community. 

For more information, contact Maria Vincent, Development Director at 518-449-7119, 

ext.113. 
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You are not alone – Maybe 

you tested HIV+ very recently; 

maybe you’ve known it for some 

time but this is the first time 

you’ve reached out for 

information or support. The 

Damien Centers create an 

environment where people can 

gather to share information, 

experiences, and make new 

friends – friends who understand 

what it is like to live with this 

disease. 

There’s no need for you to 

handle this by yourself. You are 

not the only person in our 

community facing this. Just 

hearing how someone else has 

adjusted to living with the virus 

can be enough to help you 

realize that life is still good, 

that you can still have love and 

laughter.   

We are not alone  

And neither are you              

 

Address Service Requested 

ALBANY DAMIEN CENTER ANNOUNCES 
$460,000 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

     HOW YOU CAN HELP  
 

Visit our website at https://www.albanydamiencenter.org/capital-campaign to: 

 Make our apartments feel like home with a housewarming gift selected from our 

Albany Damien Center Bed, Bath and Beyond Housewarming registry, 

#544756493. 

 Room naming opportunities are available to leave a legacy in honor/memory of a 

loved one. 

 Host a house party in support of the Capital Campaign and help spread the word. 

 Donate funds directly on our Campaign site to help us reach our goal! 



 

  
 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PERRY JUNJULAS HONORED 

 Executive Director Perry Junjulas was recently honored as the 2017 Recipient of The Reverend Robert Lamar 

Humanitarian Award, aw arded by the Interfaith Alliance of New  York State at a 

ceremony at the Albany Country Club 

 In a beautiful room overlooking the Albany skyline, family, friends, and colleagues came 

together to honor Perry’s work, along with recipients of the Edward Bloch Voices That Challenge 

Awards. The award citation reads: "Perry has worked to ensure a better quality of life for those 

infected and affected by HIV/AIDS by providing advocacy, leadership, and programming that is 

preventing new HIV infections while helping individuals and families have unfettered access to 

high quality, life-extending care, free from stigma and discrimination.”   

 Perry noted in his speech that the award was an honor shared by all of the volunteers, staff, 

board members, donors, and the people with HIV/AIDS we serve everyday, who continue to 

work tirelessly to provide 

love and support in our HIV 

community at The Damien Centers all year long. 

 The Robert Lamar Humanitarian Award was created 

to recognize outstanding individuals whose 

accomplishments are consistent with the mission and 

goals of the Interfaith Alliance to promote human rights, 

combat bigotry and prejudice against all groups and to 

secure justice, mercy and fair treatment of all people. This 

award is given in honor of The Reverend Robert Lamar, 

whose leadership and example personifies those ideals. 
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THE NEW ALBANY DAMIEN CENTER 
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

PAWS: PETS ARE WONDERFUL SUPPORT 

The Damien Center 
 

Our Mission 

is to enhance the lives 

of people affected by 

HIV/AIDS in an 

affirming environment 

and to reduce new 

infections in the  

communities we serve. 

Our Vision 
is a community where 

people with HIV/AIDS 

achieve their desired 

potential and are 

respected as coworkers, 

neighbors, and friends, 

while striving for an 

HIV free generation. 

By PAWS Coordinator, Diane Metz 

 PAWS is an amazing program in so many ways.  We provide awesome services 

including a pet food pantry, assistance with veterinary care, in-home pet care assistance, 

and education on safely caring for pets.  By keeping a pet with their owner, each person 

with HIV/AIDS experiences health benefits like lower blood pressure, reduced depression, 

and increased physical activity.  Plus, PAWS ensures each pet never becomes homeless or 

surrendered to already overburdened shelters.  The most amazing thing about PAWS is 

that this vital program is volunteer-driven.  David Chico, VMD, is one of those volunteers 

without whom the PAWS program would not function.  

 In the beginning of 2007, Dr. Chico approached the PAWS Advisory Committee 

proposing a free wellness veterinary clinic for our members’ pets.  He would staff it himself 

and had a source of free vaccines.  He proposed that he would examine each pet, provide 

basic wellness care, and vaccinate the pet.  His idea would allow our members to save their small private PAWS 

veterinary voucher for illness or injury.  Dr. Chico joined the PAWS Advisory Committee and the Pet Wellness Clinics 

have continued quarterly since 2007. During this time, Dave expanded the clinics and recruited other volunteer 

veterinarians, vet technicians, and groomers to increase the number of pets served. 

 It would be so easy just to continue to list Dr. Chico’s dates, awards, and achievements.  However, that wouldn’t give 

you a true sense of him. In fact, he might even take exception calling him “Doctor” in this newsletter.  Dave is kind, 

smart, funny, and loves our people and their pets as much as I do. He answers emergency emails and texts from me at all 

hours.  He makes house calls in the evenings for those members who are too ill to come to our free Pet Wellness Clinics.  

He sees our members at his private practice and ensures that the member’s small PAWS voucher more than covers 

whatever complicated procedure the pet needs.   

 As Dave puts is, “I volunteer because I love the mission of the Damien Center and I think it’s important to give back.  

Nothing makes me happier than working with the PAWS program.” 

 Dave is a true gift to our amazing members and the Damien Center—and we are so thankful for all of his love and 

support!   

DONOR SPOTLIGHT— DAVID CHICO, VMD 

Summer 2017 

 The new Albany Damien Center  continues its steady progress at our new home at 

728 Madison Avenue. The distinctive mansard roof is in place, windows are in the new 

addition, walls are going up in the downstairs program areas, and bathrooms are being 

put in the 20 apartments.  The brick masons are finishing their work on the restoration 

of the right side historic building (c.1875). Target completion date is November 2017. 

 

 

  

 Without the PAWS Program I would not have been able to pay for 

Lucy's medical care during this difficult time or before that when she 

was healthy. Not only did PAWS help with her  medical care but they 

also helped us with food, medicine, leashes, collars and with any needs 

that would arise. PAWS also has clinics every three months for medical 

care through volunteer veterinarians that we attended on a regular 

basis.  

 In March of 2017, my little girl Lucy lost all feeling in her hind 

legs. I called the PAWS program and Jessie connected me with 

Central Veterinary Hospital. A few days later, I lost my Lucy, and 

PAWS was there for me in my time of grief and loss. 

 As a member of PAWS I am eternally grateful for all the help 

and assistance they have given me. Without Diane, Jessie, and 

the PAWS Program, we would not be able to have healthy lives 

for so many of us or our beloved pets. 

 

With Many Thank Yous! 

Sonja 



 

  
 

THE  TREASURE CHEST THRIFT STORE: ESTATE SALES 

 Kim first came to the Albany 

Damien Center for a picnic when 

it was on South Lake Avenue. 

She saw being at the Damien 

Center and volunteering there as 

a way to “keep me out of 

trouble.” Kim now redirects her 

energy in other directions. “I 

learned how to conduct myself 

and maintain a positive 

attitude.” Kim says people ask 

her how she manages to keep 

things going and she says it’s “by the grace of God” but also 

because of the all the support she finds at the Damien 

Center.  The Smart Meals program in particular offers 

practical guidance in the nutrition classes on how to shop, 

compare prices, and select healthy food. “Now I pay 

attention to what I eat.”  Kim says. She appreciates the 

variety of staples and excellent produce provided in weekly 

pantry bags. She uses the recipes that come with the bags as 

a starting point for her meals and then lets her creativity 

take over. 

 Kim finds the Center’s support groups and presentations 

from outside organizations particularly helpful. These help 

keep Kim current on HIV news with the up-to-date 

information that is presented. “HIV treatment is evolving. If  

you follow your medical regimen and stay on your 

medications, you stay healthy. Best of all, 

if your viral load is undetectable then you 

can’t pass HIV to someone else.” (Please 

see our sidebar on U=U on the next 

page.)  

 Kim, an avid reader says, “God gives 

me gifts to share with others” and  she 

came up with the idea of creating a book 

group.  “I first put the idea in the Damien 

Center suggestion box,” Kim says, “and 

Perry brought it up at the Guest Advisory 

Board (GAB) Meeting and said the 

Damien Center would buy the books for the club.” (The GAB 

meetings are held monthly and provide a forum for 

members to advise staff and the Board of Directors on 

suggestions for improvements and new programming ideas.) 

Kim said she’s always reading and loves how books can take 

you out of your daily experience and offer an escape. “It’s 

amazing how you much you can learn and pick up from 

books,” Kim says. She was reading The Secret one day and 

ran into a friend who was astonished at how Kim found 

something from the book that was so applicable to her 

friend’s situation.  

 Kim finds a lot of support at the Damien Center and loves 

to give back. Kim says “I share my blessings and they 

come back to me”. 

DAMIEN CENTER LIVING ROOM 

OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK - STILL GOING STRONG SINCE 1990  

 

 The Albany Damien Center is 

proud to be a partner with the 

Prevention Access Campaign, an 

international collaboration with 

researchers, nonprofits, 

government agencies, and HIV 

activists who share the common 

goals to end the epidemic of HIV 

and HIV-related stigma.  

 What is U=U? Quite sim ply, 

if your HIV viral load is 

undetectable, you are unable to 

transmit HIV. Period.  Science is 

showing us also that if a person with 

HIV/AIDS knows their HIV status 

early, takes their HIV medication, 

and attains an undetectable viral 

load — that their life-span will equal 

that of someone who is HIV 

negative. 

     Evidence has established that the 

risk of HIV transmission from a 

person with HIV, who is on HIV 

medicines (antiretroviral therapy or 

ART) and has maintained an 

undetectable viral load in their 

blood for at least six months, is non-

existent.  

 According to Damien Center 

Director & PWA, Perry Junjulas: 

“The Damien Center continues to be 

a pro-active leader in the fight 

against AIDS in our upstate New 

York region.  Our goal includes 

ensuring each person living with 

HIV attains an undetectable  HIV 

viral load, so they may live a long, 

healthy life and not transmit 

the virus to others.  Too m any 

people continue to go without life 

saving HIV treatment, which is why 

the Damien Center will continue to 

fight to ensure each person with 

HIV/AIDS has unfettered access to 

the care and support they deserve.” 
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 Chance was looking for a place to get an HIV 

test when a friend suggested Mpower, our drop-in 

community center for young men located at 77 

Central Avenue in Albany. He found it easily 

accessible and an easy process itself. “People think 

of testing being done in a hospital-like setting,” 

Chance says. “But it’s a cozy and safe environment 

there and the Mpower staff are really great.” 

 Being a little nervous about the process, Chance 

says it wasn’t intimidating at all. Besides the actual 

mechanics of the test—providing information, 

signing consent forms, and getting the swab—

“what if” questions are asked to help provide 

context for the test results. “If you’re positive, 

Mpower staff Tommy, London, & Unique won’t 

leave your side,” he states confidently.    

 Chance gets tested every three months now. “I 

can have more fun with less worry,” he says. “Now I 

tell everybody that it’s stupid not to get tested. It’s so important to know 

your status.”  

 When Julio first arrived from New 

York, he learned about the Damien Center 

in Albany and decided to take a closer 

look. He loved what he found. In fact Julio 

loved it so much that he decided to move 

to Albany just to be closer to the Damien 

Center. During the two years it took to 

make the transition, he made the two-hour 

bus roundtrip to the Albany Damien 

Center every day. What is it about the 

Albany Damien Center that made him so 

dedicated to coming? “The place helped 

me a lot,” Julio says. “From the beginning, 

they helped me set goals and meet them. From getting on my feet to getting 

housing to connecting me with other services that really helped me.” In the 

Damien Center Living Room, Julio found friendship and support from staff 

and other members and he now offers his support in return.  

  In addition to coming to the Living Room, Julio started working around 

the Damien Center by helping in the kitchen and cleaning. Julio is confident 

that experience helped him get his job at Janitronics that he’s had since 2014. 

He loves his job and enjoys the people he works with. The company, citing his 

“characteristics that embody the ideal front-line employee”, recently 

recognized Julio with an employee award.  The company’s customers 

appreciate his hard work and say that he is “a joy to be around and has such a 

positive attitude toward everyone in their offices.” Julio still comes the Albany 

Damien Center every morning before work for coffee, a hot breakfast, and 

conversation. “The Albany Damien Center helped me grow,” he says, 

“and this place makes me feel happy.” 

SMART MEALS -   SERVING LOVE WITH EVERY MEAL 

 The Treasure Chest Thrift 

Store now offers estate liquidation 

services at competitive rates. With 

extensive experience and 

knowledge in reselling antiques 

and household items, we have 

dealers on hand for any assistance 

or questions and a team that will 

work to maximize the sales from 

each estate.  Best of all, our 

portion of the proceeds benefits 

the Damien Center’s programs and 

the seller receives a tax donation 

receipt for items that are not 

sold. 

 Contact Walter Mastan, 

Treasure Chest Manager, for 

all your estate sale inquiries: 
 

 Cell/Text: 518-331-3752 

 Store: 518-436-7451  

 Located at 295 Hamilton Street in 

downtown Albany (just a few doors up from 

El Mariachi), The Treasure Chest has 

convenient free parking right across the 

street!   

  Expanded Store Hours!  

 Monday through Thursday, 11 -6 

 Fridays 11—7  

 Saturdays 11—4 

 Discount days! 20%* off w ith valid 

ID 

 Thursdays: Senior Citizens 55+ 

 Fridays: State, Federal, & County 
Employees 

 Saturdays: College Students 

*(does not apply to furniture)  

MPOWER ALBANY, 77 CENTRAL AVE 



 

  
 

ANNUAL RECEPTION 
 Our Annual Meeting Reception was held Wednesday, May 31st in the 

beautiful surroundings of the historic Woman’s Club of Albany on Madison 

Avenue, directly across the street from the site of our new Damien Center 

building. Despite thunderstorms late in the afternoon, the sky cleared for a 

beautiful evening to celebrate the accomplishments of 2016 and the presentation 

of our 2016 Annual Impact Report.  

 After refreshments, courtesy of The Ginger Man Restaurant, Schuyler Bakery, 

Price Chopper, and Capital Wine and Spirits, friends of the Albany Damien 

Center gathered on the cozy front porch. A Damien Center member talked about 

what the Damien Center means to him, a heartfelt reminder of the impact made 

in people’s lives. The Albany Improv Group donated $5,200 from the proceeds of 

their annual Improv Festival to the Damien Center, a generous demonstration of 

how our community make that impact possible.  We recognized the hard work of 

our Board of Directors and welcomed new board member Scott Prividera (aka 

Duchess Ivanna) and recognizing the service of Vice President Lakia Green and 

long-term volunteer and Treasurer Paul Kosachiner.  The evening ended with 

recognition of each member of the PAWS 

Advisory Committee and their incredible 

contributions provided to the Damien 

Center’s PAWS program since 2002. It 

was a wonderful evening to celebrate 2016 

while looking ahead to our very exciting 

future! 

 

 SAVE THE DATES 

Volunteer Cruise 

September 12, 2017 
 Our annual cruise on the 

Hudson honoring our volunteers 

who donate their time, devotion and 

compassion to help The Damien 

Center every day.  
 

Norman Rea Presents: 

A Phoenix Rising 
A Capital Celebration  

of the NEW Damien Center 

November 4, 2017 

 A celebration of the Albany 

Damien Center’s journey from the 

2013 fire to our new Damien Center. 

Join us for a champagne reception 

and an evening of entertainment at 

the Cohoes Music Hall.  Tickets are 

on sale now at 

www.albanydamiencenter.org/

phoenix-rising 

 

 
 

 

Bowling for PAWS 

February 25, 2018 

(Snow date March 4) 
 

 Our 8th annual bowling event, 

benefitting Pets Are Wonderful 

Support (PAWS).  Information on the 

event will be sent out at the end of the 

summer. 
 

AIDSWalk 
To End the Epidemic! 

Spring 2018 

Stay tuned for the return of 

AIDSWalk to End the 

Epidemic in W ashington Park!   

Please contact Maria Vincent if 

you would like to serve on the 

planning committee!  518-449-7119 

x113 
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WELCOME TO NEW DAMIEN CENTER STAFF! 

Rachel Bradt: Permanent Supportive Housing       
                           Advocate 

  Rachel obtained her A.S. 

in Human Services in 2011 

from Schenectady County 

Community College. She has 

also spent the past ten years 

building a career as a program 

development professional 

specializing in programs that 

prioritize under-served 

populations.  

Karen Gamble: Accounting Associate II 

 Karen’s career spans 

more than 25 years of 

accounting, grant writing and 

program management. She 

earned a Masters Degree in 

Secondary Education 

from Francis Marion 

University.  Karen envisions a 

community that supports 

economic change through 

humanitarian efforts.  

London Precise: Mpower Community Engagement    
                                  Coordinator 

 London has served as a 

community service leader for 

over 15 years, with experience 

in outreach, case management 

and one-on-one mediation. 

She  seeks to build personal 

relationships with our 

community to better serve the 

needs of each individual.  

Unique Nelson: Mpower Peer Navigator 

  

 Unique Nelson,a native of 

Massachusetts, first started 

working at the age of 14 . He is 

eager to reach his goals in 

assisting our communities. An 

outgoing person, his passion is 

people. His dream is to work 

with individuals with special 

needs and ultimately adopt a 

child with special needs. 

Laurie Haughney: Human Resource Associate 

 In her 20 years of HR 

experience, Laurie has had 

extensive experience leading 

Human Resource initiatives in 

2 manufacturing 

companies.  Prior to her 

current role, she was the 

Human Resource Director at 

GE, where she integrated talent 

functions to deliver faster end-

to-end solutions in the areas of 

skills, careers, succession, 

performance management, 

recruitment, and retention.   

Shatiqua Pannell: Front Desk Advocate 

 A Bronx native, Shatiqua 

embodies a passion for 

helping and assisting others 

in meeting their own personal 

goals. After relocating to 

Albany, she received her 

A.A.S. degree in Applied 

Science and Criminal Justice 

from Schenectady County 

Community College. She is 

currently a student at Sage of 

Albany College with a duel 

major in Psychology and 

Human Services. 

Learn more about all our staff at www.albanydamiencenter.org/center-staff 

The Albany Damien Center is committed to building a diverse staff and strongly encourages 

applications from minority candidates, women, and persons living with HIV/AIDS. 


